
 

 

151 Martin St., Birmingham, MI 48009 
248-530-1800 

1BNOTICE OF MEETING - PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a meeting of the Public Arts Board will take place on Wednesday, 
April 17th, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in conference room 202/203 of the Municipal Building. Approved 
minutes of this meeting will be available on the City’s website at www.bhamgov.org. 
 
THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN in accordance with Act 261, 1968 Public Act 267. 

 

MEETING AGENDA 

*** Board members who are not able to attend this meeting are encouraged to 

notify the staff 

representative in advance for consideration of a quorum. *** 

 

A. Roll Call 

B. Approval of Minutes – March 20th, 2018 

C. Unfinished Business 

1. Birmingham in Stitches 

2. 2019 Event Planning 

D. New Business 

E. Communication 

1. City Commission hearing for Art in the Alley, Piano in the Park, and 

popcorn electrical box. 

2. Sculpture Pad 

F. Public Comments  

G. Adjournment 

 

Upcoming PAB Meeting: May 15th, 2019 

NOTE:  Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting 

should contact the City Clerk’s Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-5115 (for the hearing impaired) 

at least one day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.  

 

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algun tipo de ayuda para la participacion en esta sesion publica deben 

ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el numero (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 

(para las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunion para solicitar ayuda a la 

movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. 

file://///ch-fs1/users/cd/bcowan/September/www.bhamgov.org


Public Arts Board Minutes DRAFT 
 

Rooms 202 & 203 Birmingham City Hall – March 20th, 2019 

 
A. Roll Call: 

 
Members Present:  Barbara Heller, Monica Neville, Linda Wells, Anne Ritchie, Jason 

Eddleson, Cole Wohlfiel (Student) 
 

Members Absent:  Rabbi Boruch Cohen, Amelia Berry (Student) 
 
Administration:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner  

 
B. Approval of Minutes – February 20th, 2019 
 
Motion to approve minutes made by Jason Eddleson, seconded by Linda Wells. 

 
Yeas: 5  Nays: 0 
 
The motion carried. 

 
C. Unfinished Business 

The Public Arts Board had previously approved a recommendation to have board member Anne 
Ritchie create a popcorn box design to recommend to City Commission for the electrical box in 
the sidewalk planter in front of the Birmingham 8 theater. Anne Ritchie brought in her designs 
this day which indicated a red and white striped box with popcorn on the top. The Public Arts 
Board was enthusiastic about the idea and thought it would be a fun addition to the downtown.  

It was suggested that the text “#BirminghamPublicArt” be added to the box for a way to 
encourage people to tag Birmingham Public Art in online platforms. This text is planned to be 
placed in the lower box where the ingredients are currently listed. The Public Arts Board motioned 
to approved the recommendation to City Commission of the popcorn box design with 
“#BirminghamPublicArt” added for the electrical box in the sidewalk planter at S. Old Woodward 
and Merrill. 

The motion approved 5-0. 

The Public Arts Board had been working on creating a public piano program and had previously 
recommended the pavilion at Shain Park as their desired space. The Public Arts Board recently 
received an application for review from a Birmingham resident to have their piano placed in Shain 
park for the public to play. Along with the application, Jason Gittinger of Detroit School of Rock 
and Pop Music came and spoke with the Public Arts Board about how Royal Oak manages their 
public piano program. He described how moving parts are bolted down and then the City hosts a 
community painting event for the pianos where they are stored. He also described how 
professional movers assists with the storage and transportation for this program. Questions 
regarding vandalism were raised by the board. Jason Gittinger noted that two of the roughly 40 
or so pianos had been vandalized, and his outlook was that the program created far more good 
than harm.  



The Public Arts Board motioned to approve the recommendation to City Commission for the piano 
donated by Michael and Maybeth Flynn for the recommended location at Shain Park for the time 
period of June 1st, 2019 to August 31st, 2019, with the condition that the piano maintenance is 
managed by Jason Gittinger of Detroit School of Rock and Pop Music and Professional Movers.  

The motion approved 5-0. 

The Public Arts Board then motioned to approve a recommendation to City Commission for a 
public painting event where the piano is painted with an outdoor floral theme. 

The motion approved 5-0. 

It was noted that a plaque would be created stating that the piano is donated on behalf of Michael 
and Maybeth Flynn, and managed by Detroit School of Rock and Pop Music and Professional 
Movers. 

In discussion of planning for special events, The Art Board continued to finalize details for the Art 
in the Alley event. The group of board members working on this project indicated they would get 
a detailed summary of the event and its participants before the City Commission hearing for it. 
The promotional material group then discussed the flyers with description of Birmingham Public 
Arts Board mission statement and the goals of Art in Public Spaces. It was determined that the 
header for the flyer would be “Birmingham Public Art”. 

D. New Business 
 

E. Communication 

The Birmingham in Stitches application had been submitted and the board would like to create 
more promotional material for the event to recruit more participants. 

F. Comments 

G. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  

 

        ____________________________ 

         Brooks Cowan 
         City Planner 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   April 17th, 2019 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Birmingham in Stitches 

 
 
Birmingham in Stitches for September 12-13, 2019 was approved by City Commission on Monday 
April 8th, 2019. The Public Arts Board may wish to evaluate various ways to recruit participants 
for the event. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   April 17th, 2019 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Event Planning 2019 
 
 
Members of the Public Arts Board have prioritized projects that they would like to pursue and 
have indicated which projects they would like to volunteer for. Below are the committees that 
have indicated interest towards hosting and participating in public events.  
 
 Alleyway Project: Rabbi Cohen, Jason Eddleson, Cole Wohlfiel, Amelia Barrie 
 Public Art Tours & Lectures: Barbara Heller & Linda Wells 
 Art Gallery Tours: Rabbi Cohen and Jason Eddleson 
 Artistic Self Expression: Natalie Bishai, Rabbi Cohen, Amelia Berry, Cole Wohlfiel  
 Marketing & Promotional Material 
 
On February 20th, the committees of the Public Arts Board indicated what events and dates they 
would like to participate in which is attached below. 
 
The City Commission will be considering the Special Event Permit for Art in the Alley on April 22nd, 
2019. The group has provided an outline detailing how the event will be operated. The group will 
have to finalize plans if City Commission approves the event. 
 
It is recommended that the Board determine what activities the volunteers will do at each event, 
and what permits and/or materials will be necessary to do so. For example, will the July Famers 
Market activity have a theme? What arts and crafts materials will be necessary for the theme of 
that day? It is recommended that the Art Board create a general goal of themes and activities for 
each event to serve as a guideline of preparation for the rest of the year. 
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Public Art Board Event Planning 
 
MARCH: 
 Popcorn Plans to City Commission  
 Piano Proposal to City Commission  
 Permit Application for Art in the Alley due March 21 (Done) 

 
APRIL: 
 Earth Day (Maybe) 
 Attend City Commission Meeting 7:30pm, Monday April 22nd, 2019 for hearing on Art in 

the Alley, Piano in the Park, and Popcorn electrical box. 
 

MAY: 
 5th - Farmers Market (Sunday Morning) 
 19th – Parade (Sunday - Maybe a Booth) 

 
JUNE: 
 2nd – Farmers Market (Sunday Morning) 
 14th – Movie Night  
 21st – Art in the Alley (Permit due March 21) 

 
JULY: 
 12th – Movie Night 
 14th – Farmers Market 
 20th – Art in the Alley (Permit due Permit Due April 20) 
 27th – Day on the Town (Maybe Booth?) 

 
AUGUST: 
 4th – Farmers Market 
 23rd – Movie Night 
 Dairy Deluxe benches & chair bombing (Before Dream Cruise…Maybe?) 
 Art in the Alley (Maybe) 

 
SEPTEMBER: 
 8th – Farmers Market 
 14th – Birmingham in Stitches 

 
OCTOBER: 
 6th – Farmers Market 
 12th - Fire Department Open House (Maybe) 
 Bham Gallery Tour 

 
NOVEMEBER: 
 1st - Friends of the Library 

 
DECEMBER: 
 Holiday Market Yarn Bombing 
 Ice Carving 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   April 17th, 2019 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Communication  

 
 
 

1.) Art in the Alley, Piano in the Park and popcorn electrical box will be presented to City 
Commission on April 22, 2019 

2.) Staff has met with Library Board and sculpture donor to review orientation of pad and 
sculpture, as well as the base pad.   
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